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INTR0DUCTI0N
Welcome to the Social Shifters Global Innovation Challenge! 
We’re excited to have you involved. 

Take a few minutes to read the following FAQs before 
submitting your entry. If you have a question you don't see the 
answer to here, let us know by emailing us at 
challenge@socialshifters.co.

Jemiah
Digital Communications Manager

👉Click here for general questions                                 

👉Click here for eligibility questions 

👉Click here for registration questions                             

👉Click here for application questions

mailto:challenge@socialshifters.co


GENERAL QUESTI0NS

DOES IT C0ST ANYTHING T0 ENTER?
We do not charge a fee to participate in the competition.

WHAT WILL I RECEIVE IF I ENTER?
We have designed the Global Innovation Challenge to ensure there is 
support available for everyone that enters. When applications close, 
entrants will receive free access to our Digital Incubator program, 
including access to e-learning, exclusive events, and online 
coaching. Complete our Digital Incubator and unlock access to 
mentors from some of the world’s leading companies. If your 
application is shortlisted, as a finalist you will receive one-to-one advice 
from experts to strengthen your idea.

WHAT AWARDS ARE AVAILABLE?
The winners of the Global Innovation Challenge will receive awards of 
up to $10,000 USD in our main competition categories, with $1,000 
USD prizes available to the best ideas contributing to each of the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals.



2023 TIMELINE

JUNE AUG SEP OCT NOV

26 JUNE
Submissions open

20 AUG
Submissions close 

(11pm UTC)

13th Oct
Virtual judging 

ends and finalists 
selected

1 NOV
Mentors assigned

to finalists

27 NOV
Pitching 
Starts!

APPLY NOW!

18 SEP
Virtual judging

starts

7 AUG
Digital 

Incubator 
starts



ELIGIBILITY QUESTI0NS

ARE THERE AGE RESTRICTI0NS? 
The Global Innovation Challenge is open to anyone aged 18-30 years. 
This means that all team members registering must be at least 18 years 
old and no older than 30 at the time your entry is submitted. 

CAN I ENTER FR0M MY C0UNTRY?
The Global Innovation Challenge is open anyone aged 18-30 years 
located anywhere in the world. There are no nationality requirements.

WHAT IDEAS ARE ELIGIBLE?
Your ideas must contribute to at least one of the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals. We are open to ideas, projects, and business 
solutions of all kinds. You can be in the process of developing a 
completely new idea, testing a concept that you have been working on 
for a while, or you might already have had some success in 
implementing the solution. Solutions can be implemented on a 
for-profit or non-profit basis. 

MUST I ENTER AS PART 0F A TEAM?
You can participate on your own but we strongly recommend 
participation as a team. Teams should have no more than 5 members 
and must designate one member as the ‘Team Leader’ for contact and 
competition administrative purposes. Team leaders can register 
additional team members via challenge.socialshifters.co.

CAN I J0IN M0RE THAN 0NE TEAM?
Unfortunately participants can only be a part of one team.

http://challenge.socialshifters.co


REGISTRATI0N QUESTI0NS

H0W D0 I REGISTER?
Participants can register via our main Challenge webpage 
challenge.socialshifters.co . Once registered, you will receive an email 
asking you to click a link to verify your email address. Once you are 
verified you can log into the competition platform and begin the 
process of submitting your idea on the main page!

WHAT IF I DIDN’T RECEIVE A 
VERIFICATI0N EMAIL?
If you didn't receive your verification link, check your spam/blocked 
messages. If you still cant find it, email challenge@socialshifters.co with 
the email subject: Please Help Me Verify my Email.

H0W D0 I ADD A TEAM MEMBER?
Team members can be ‘invited’ to the platform once the first member 
of team (the ‘Team Leader’) has registered. Team members can be 
added if they have not already registered an set up an account. So if 
you are a team leader trying to add a team member that has already 
registered, please email challenge@socialshifters.co and we will assist.

WHAT IF MY PASSW0RD 0R USERNAME 
D0ESN’T W0RK?
If you are having difficulties logging into the platform, you can 
troubleshoot by resetting your password or switching your browser. If 
that doesn't work, please delete your cache and try on a private 
browser. If you still still can’t login, email challenge@socialshifters.co 
with the email you are signed up with, the browser you are using, and 
the device you are using so we can investigate.

http://challenge.socialshifters.co
mailto:challenge@socialshifters.co
mailto:challenge@socialshifters.co
mailto:challenge@socialshifters.co


APPLICATION QUESTI0NS

HOW D0 I ENTER?
All submissions must be made through the main competition 
webpage where you can register and login to your entry 
challenge.socialshifters.co. Only submissions that are complete and 
have been submitted by 20 August 2023  at 11PM (UTC) can be 
considered. You can save your application information and work on it 
later (until the submission deadline). The submissions form can be 
found on the main page when you log in.

CAN I SUBMIT M0RE THAN 0NE ENTRY?
A participant can only submit one entry. If you have made multiple 
entries, the last one you submitted will be considered for judging.

AM I REQUIRED T0 SUBMIT A VIDE0?
The submission of a video pitch is not a competition requirement, but 
is strongly recommended. You can take the opportunity to introduce 
your team and share your idea in a short video of no more than 90 
seconds. Tell us about the problem you are trying to solve, what the 
idea is, and how it can make a difference. 

CAN I SUBMIT AN ENTRY IN MY NATIVE 
LANGUAGE? 
All materials submitted to the competition must be provided in English. 
Unfortunately we cannot accept applications or provide support in 
other languages.

WILL MY IDEA BE KEPT C0NFIDENTIAL?
All submitted materials will be treated as confidential. Access to the 
submitted materials will be restricted to appointed judges. Any material 
you submit will not be distributed to any other party unless you request 
it. No other provisions are made to protect intellectual property.

H0W WILL ENTRIES BE SC0RED?
To ensure fairness, we’ve enlisted the help of a large and respected 
pool of virtual judges. Our judges evaluate and score entries, shortlist 
entrants, and select winners based on four main scoring criteria. Your 
entry will be judged on the innovation you demonstrate, the feasibility 
of your proposed solution, it’s scalability, and it’s likely impact. The full 
Scoring Criteria is provided as a link in the competition portal so that 
you can find out all about what our judges will be looking for and use 
this knowledge to boost your score!

http://challenge.socialshifters.co


Apply now!
(Applications close 14 August 2023- 11pm UTC)

Connect.
LinkedIn.com/Company/SocialShifters

Follow.
Instagram.com/SocialShifters

Visit.
challenge.socialshifters.co

https://www.linkedin.com/company/socialshifters
https://www.instagram.com/socialshifters
https://challenge.socialshifters.co/

